 Fall 2011

Dear Candidate for Confirmation,

Welcome to what I hope and pray will be an exciting “Journey of Discovery”!   You are profoundly loved by Jesus Christ and it is Christ who has invited you to love Him more deeply. We love Him more deeply by committing ourselves to live as His disciples. In preparing for Confirmation you are challenged to reflect on what living as a confirmed disciple means.

Preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation began at your Baptism. Through Baptism, you were welcomed into a faith community and called to live as Christ’s disciple by dying to self and rising to new life in Christ. At the sacrament of Confirmation, you will have the opportunity to complete your initiation into Christ’s Church and receive the Gifts of the Holy Spirit!

 Preparing for Confirmation invites you to take a deeper look at your faith. Have some questions? Great! Through questions, you will search for answers and gain a deeper discovery of Christ’s love. Come learn how you can make a difference in the world as a member of the Catholic Church! 

Confirmation is the celebration of the Church community. By being confirmed you demonstrate a personal decision to be fully initiated into the Catholic Church and to live as a Catholic according to the promises made at Baptism. You couldn’t speak then.  Now, you can! 

This sacrament also celebrates your decision to continue in your journey of faith. This journey never ends. God is eternal and so is faith. Christ offers all believers the gift of faith to be His disciple. Preparation for Confirmation invites the candidates to accept this gift. I sincerely hope that our Lord will touch you deeply this year. I challenge you to grow in your Catholic faith and to learn to live as disciples of Christ, anointed by the Holy Spirit.   Welcome to the journey!

								Yours in Christ,		

								Mary Beth Martell
								High School Youth Minister
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Year One Program Requirements

· Family registered in parish

· Registration form completed/fee paid with registration form

· Regularly attend Faith Formation classes, or Catholic School

· Copy of Baptismal certificate on file

· Attend Confirmation Orientation  (with a parent) on September 11th in the Church

· Attend  four required Confirmation Classes held on Sunday evenings  (see schedule below)
**If the candidate must miss any of the sessions, the student will be required to read the section of Catechism of the Catholic Church which covers the scheduled topic and write a minimum of 500 words to answer the questions provided in each lesson. No plagiarism!!**

· Attend  Year 1 Retreat October 15th at St. Brendan the Navigator

· A minimum of 5 hours of Mercy service

· A minimum of 10 hours of Mass and/or parish service 

· Selection of a sponsor.  Active Confirmed Catholic 16 years or older; parents may not serve as sponsors, but may act as a proxy, if needed.

· Sponsor Verification Forms turned in by: January 8, 2012.   


Students will keep track of their service hours in their Confirmation handbook/folder.  There will be periodic meetings where the youth minister or other adult leaders will check progress.  The idea is not to “finish” ministry hours, but instead to instill a sense of belonging to the parish and greater community, and set a lifelong pattern of service. 
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Year Two Program Requirements


· Family registered in parish

·  Regularly attend Faith Formation classes, or Catholic School

· Completion of one previous, consecutive year of faith formation and sacramental preparation, as well as completion of year one service hours.

· Registration form completed/fee paid with registration form

· Copy of Baptismal certificate on file 

· Attend Confirmation Orientation (with a parent) on September 11th in the Church

· Attend four required Confirmation classes held on Sunday evening (see schedule below)

**If the candidate must miss any of the sessions, the student will be required to read the section of Catechism of the Catholic Church which covers the scheduled topic and write a minimum of 500 words to answer the questions provided in each lesson. No plagiarism!!**


· Attend Year 2  Retreat  January 28th-29th at Covecrest in Tiger, GA

 **If unable to attend retreat, then the family is responsible for contacting another parish, to request to join their teens at another date.  Verification from the other parish is to be turned in, after completing the alternate retreat. **


· A minimum of 5 hours of Mercy service

· A minimum of 10 hours of Mass and/or parish service 

· Letter of intent to Fr. Bob Frederick (see instructions in this packet) Due: March 25, 2012.

Year Two Requirements Continued….

· Selection of Sponsor ASAP (should have been done last year) Active Confirmed Catholic 16 years or older; parents may not serve as sponsors, but may act as a proxy, if needed.

· Sponsor Verification Forms turned in by: January 8, 2012.   

· Selection of a Confirmation name by January 8, 2012. (Forms in packet)

· Celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation

· Completion of the Confirmation Assessment to be turned in and reviewed at the Confirmation interview.

· Completion of Confirmation Interview with Faith Formation Staff  (dates to be announced)

Before scheduling a Confirmation interview, the student must have completed all requirements listed.

Students will keep track of their service hours in their Confirmation handbook/folder.  There will be periodic meetings where the youth minister or other adult leaders will check progress.  The idea is not to “finish” ministry hours, but instead to instill a sense of belonging to the parish and greater community, and set a lifelong pattern of service.
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2011-2012 Confirmation Scheduled Dates


· 9/11/11     Year 1 & 2 Orientation Candidate/Parent Meeting	   6:30-8:00PM        Sanctuary

· 10/15/11	Year 1 Confirmation Retreat	         10:00am-6:00PM	                   Social Hall


· 11/6/11	Confirmation Session 1	                 6:30-8:00PM		       Social Hall

· 1/8/12	            Confirmation Session 2                 6:30-8:000PM	                   Social Hall

· 1/8/12	           Year 2 Confirmation Name Form Due

· 1/8/12             Sponsor Verification Forms Due


· 1/28-1/29	Year 2 Confirmation  Retreat		            Covecrest, Tiger GA

· 2/26/12	Confirmation Session 3	                 6:30-8:00PM		       Social Hall

· 3/25/12	Confirmation Session 4	                6:30-8:00PM		                  Social Hall

· 3/25/12            Year 2, Letter to Pastor Due

· TBA 		Year  Two   Confirmation Interviews   

· 5/26/12	Confirmation Rehearsals 		9:00AM & 10:00AM

· 5/28/12	Confirmation 			10:00AM & 2:00PM

Please direct questions to Mary Beth Martell mmartell@stbrendansatl.com 770-205-7969 #41


STUDENT NAME:	_______________________________   YEAR 1   or   2 

Mercy Service and Reflection Sheet

List and describe your Service Hours on this sheet. Use the back if needed.   Please have an adult sign to verify each service opportunity. 
Then write  a reflection tying in some of  your service with one of these Scripture Passages; Matthew 6:1-4, Matthew 19:20-21, Matthew 20:26-27, Matthew 25: 34-40, Mark10:35-45, Luke 22: 24-27, John 13:3-20, Romans16:17-20….or choose  something from the Acts of the Apostles, or another passage that speaks to your heart. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DATE		DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE 		                         SIGNATURE
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT NAME:	_______________________________   YEAR 1   or   2 

Mercy Service and Reflection Sheet

List and describe your Service Hours on this sheet. Use the back if needed.   Please have an adult sign to verify each service opportunity. 
Then write  a reflection tying in some of  your service with one of these Scripture Passages; Matthew 6:1-4, Matthew 19:20-21, Matthew 20:26-27, Matthew 25: 34-40, Mark10:35-45, Luke 22: 24-27, John 13:3-20, Romans16:17-20….or choose  something from the Acts of the Apostles, or another passage that speaks to your heart. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DATE		DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE 		                         SIGNATURE
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT NAME:	_______________________________   YEAR 1   or   2 

Parish and Liturgical Service Hours and Reflection
Please list your Parish and Liturgical Service hours below. Have this signed by the adult in charge.  Then reflect on your Mass/parish ministry.  How is this different from your Mercy Service experience?  In what area do you see yourself continuing to serve after your Confirmation?
Date				Service							Signature
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REFLECTION:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT NAME:	_______________________________   YEAR 1   or   2 

Parish and Liturgical Service Hours and Reflection
Please list your Parish and Liturgical Service hours below. Have this signed by the adult in charge.  Then reflect on your Mass/parish ministry.  How is this different from your Mercy Service experience?  In what area do you see yourself continuing to serve after your Confirmation?
Date				Service							Signature
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REFLECTION:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation Name Form

Candidate’s Name:____________________________________________

Confirmation Name:___________________________________________

I have chosen:
(  ) My Baptismal Name			(  ) A Saint’s Name
(  ) A Friend’s or Relative’s Name           (   ) Other_____________

Reflect on why you chose your Confirmation name; then write a paragraph about your choice.  If you chose a saint, what is his or her feast day, of what are they the patron saint, and from what country is s/he?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


LETTER TO THE PASTOR

· Correct grammar, spelling and punctuation are very important in your letter asking to be confirmed.  Look up the format for formal letters if you are not sure.  Type your letter, read it carefully for errors. Please use font 12 Times Roman.
· Begin your letter with the proper salutation.  Dear Fr. Bob,
· Explain why you want to be confirmed.
· Describe how you have prepared to receive the sacrament. 
· Tell how you hope to live the gifts of the Holy Spirit in your personal life.
· You may tell who your sponsor is and why you have chosen him or her.
· You may also wish to state your Confirmation name and why you have chosen it.
· Close you letter appropriately, then space down three lines and type your name.  The last thing to do is sign your name above the typed name.

The letters will be collected by the Youth Minister on March 25, 2012 and sent in one envelope to Fr. Bob.

Confirmation Sponsor Commitment and Verification Form             TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
I wish to be a Confirmation Sponsor for: ________________________________________
                                            			           (Confirmation Candidate’s Name)
I am at least 16 years old, and am a confirmed, registered, active parishioner in the Roman Catholic Church.  I am committed to being a living model of faith for my candidate, ready to pray for and with him or her and willing to give of my time and talents to help my candidate fully prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
						__________________________________________
                                  					(Sponsor’s Signature)
Sponsor’s Printed Name: _____________________________________________
Address:  		       _____________________________________________
			      ______________________________________________
Phone Number:           _________________________________________________
E-mail address:           _________________________________________________
Pastor’s Verification
The above named person is at least 16 years of age and a confirmed, registered, active Catholic in good standing.
				_____________________________________________________
                                                              (Pastor’s Signature)

NAME OF PARISH:____________________________________PHONE #____________________
PARISH ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________
		        ______________________________________________________________
Please Return to:  
Faith Formation Department
St. Brendan Catholic Community
4633 Shiloh Rd. 
Cumming, GA 30040
FAX: 770-205-5040 
ATTN: Faith Formation


CONFIRMATION ASSESSMENT

All answers are explicitly stated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, (CCC) paragraphs 1285 – 1321. The catechism is easily found on-line at:
http://www.usccb.org/catechism/text/

**The bolded questions are those that the Archbishop ALWAYS asks**
Name the 3 sacraments of Christian initiation? 
Why is Confirmation necessary?
With what are we enriched and what are we obliged to do through the Sacrament of Confirmation?
To whom is the fullness of the Spirit given?
What is rightly recognized as the origin of the sacrament of Confirmation?
Which oil is used at confirmation and what is the name of the rite that uses the oil?
What does this oil symbolize?
Which oil is used for the pre-baptismal anointing?
What does ‘seal of the Holy Spirit’ mean in relation to confirmation?
Who consecrates chrism, when and for whom is it consecrated? 
How does the Liturgy of Confirmation begin in the Roman (Western) Rite?
What does it mean when the Bishop extends his hands over the whole group of Confirmands?
List the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
How is the sacrament of Confirmation conferred?
What concludes the Rite of Confirmation and what does it signify?
On which Jewish feast did the apostles receive a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit?
What is increased and deepened by Confirmation?
How many times can you celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation and     why?
  What power does the confirmed person receive? 
  Who can receive the sacrament of confirmation?
  Preparation for confirmation should make a candidate capable of assuming what? 
  What should preparation for confirmation awaken in a candidate?
If you could ask the Archbishop a question, what would it be?


Helpful Resources

Help in choosing a Confirmation name:  

http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/bydate.aspx
http://www.catholic-saints.info/

Connecting with Parish ministries:

Liturgy (Altar Serving, Ushering, Greeting, Assistant Sacristan, Lector, Choir/Music)

Altar Servers:
Karen Matuza 770-475-4437 or mack-5@juno.com 
Ushers:
Mark Francis (Mass in English) 678-860-2418 or markpfrancis@aol.com
Toni Dominguez (Mass in Spanish) 770-205-6473 or Tonidominguez100@yahoo.com
Sacristan:
Harry DeHaven 678-513-2762 or hdehaven45@gmail.com
Music:
Philip Barreca 770-205-7969 ext. 43 or pbarreca@stbrendansatl.com
Hospitality/ Greeters: TBA

Lectors:
Joanne DeHaven 678-513-2762 or jdehaven9@gmail.com

Mercy/Parish Service 

St Joseph Food Pantry:
Barbara Gordon, 770-888-3258   or  foodpantry@stbrendansatl.com or barbaradgordon@aol.com. Haiti Ministry:
Anne Alexander  678-965-6014 or annebalex@earthlink.net
Garden Ministry:
Ann Marie Dusek – 678-513-0050  or  jamdusek@comcast.net
Hospitality:
Kelle Russo 770-886-2390 or russ0clan@bellsouth.net

Teens should make contact with the ministries to which they feel called.  These are just a few; keep an eye on the bulletin and elsewhere in the community for other opportunities.
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